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Foundations in Literature -9th Grade English                                                 
 COURSE INFORMATION  
   
Teacher: Donna English 
Contact Information: email:  donna.english@hillsdaleschools.org 
Phone : 689-1396 
Conference period: 9:20-10:35 a.m. (regular bell schedule)  
 
Literature: 

● Short Story-various sources   
● The Odyssey from– Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes- Prentice Hall.  
● No Fear Shakespeare – Romeo and Juliet 
● To Kill a Mockingbird 

   
Course Description:  
This course reinforces and extends previous knowledge by developing an appreciation for different 
literary genres, improving vocabulary, developing skills in written as well as oral expression, improving 
organizational skills, and developing the ability to work cooperatively in a group of peers.  Additionally, 
instruction is designed to enable students to identify and analyze the distinctive elements of an author’s 
writing style, including analysis of the author’s tone and use of point of view, diction, images, literary 
devices, and language patterns.  In other words, recognizing an author’s style and the structure of the 
language connect to the meaning of the literature.  
 
Grading Scale for HHS English Department: 

● Coursework – 15% 
● Essay – 25% 
● Quizzes/Tests – 30% 
● Projects/Presentations-25% 
● Homework – 5% 

 
Tutoring:  I am available for tutoring before school, during lunch (2nd lunch) or after school with 
notice.  
 
Topics covered during the course of the course: 
Reading 
Students will be focusing on reading class books as well as independent student selections. When we 
start our class reads students will be required to read just about every night in preparation for class 
discussions the next day.  The reading requirements for the class reads will be posted on my web page 
and through various messaging services.  
 
Grammar  
Topics include the following:  parts of speech, parts of a sentence, sentence structure, sentence variety 
(simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex), phrases, punctuation, capitalization, fragments, 
and run-ons.  
 
Writing  
Topics include the following:  writing as a process, in-text documentation and works cited, expository, 
descriptive, narrative, and persuasive writing. Analyzing an author’s style will also be an area of 
concentration.   
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Supplies  

● Students are expected to have the following materials every day:  
● Reading book 
● Notebook paper  
● Pen or pencil  
● Students are also expected to maintain an organized notebook.  A three-ring binder (2 inch 

should be more than sufficient) with appropriate tabs (at least 6 tab sheets) is recommended; 
however, students may use folders as long as they are large enough to hold a semester’s 
handouts and student work.  This signed sheet will be the first thing in the student’s notebook.  

● Students will also need to bring their computers to class along with earbuds.  (I do have earbuds 
for sale for $.60-yes that number is correct SIXTY CENTS.) 

   
Grades  
A student’s grades will be available online through Powerschool.  When checking Powerschool - 
the date that I use is the due date-most assignments are put into the system before the due 
date. 
 
Make-up work  

● When absent, it is the student’s responsibility to get a list of missed assignments.  
Tests missed due to an excused absence must be taken at lunch or after school during the 
week following the student returns to school unless special arrangements have been made.  To 
receive credit without penalty, students must complete all make-up work within 5 days of return 
to school. 
 
Late work  
If you are present in class and homework is due that day, you are responsible for it at the 
beginning of class.  Late work is accepted with point deductions.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to contact me regarding missed work.  Generally work will be posted to 
students through Google when they are absent. 
   
Teacher/Parent Communication 
My lesson plans are posted to Google Classroom every week.  Students will get this same 
printout on Monday.  If you would like one for your fridge – please communicate that with your 
student.  They are more than welcome to take more than one. While my goal is always to follow 
my plans exactly, there are times when things come up and the plans have to be modified.  I will 
never move up a due date – usually I am moving them back. Lesson plans will also be posted to 
students through an online delivery system (Remind). Your scholar was given the Remind form 
with this syllabus.  I am encouraging you to sign up for this.  Many parents find it beneficial in 
keeping up with the academic life of their student.  I do my best to answer all texts sent to me 
through Remind.  I do go to bed early, so any text sent after 8:00 pm may not get answered.  
 
 
 I have read, and I understand the policies of this class.  
 
 
_______________________________________________Student’s name  
   
 
________________________________________________Parent’s signature  
   
 


